
 

Protect the International Criminal Court, defend the rule of law: parliamentarians call 

for the activation of the EU Blocking Statute 

 

"We, Members of Parliament from across the European Union, Norway and Ukraine, discussed 

"The role of the EU and its Member States in supporting global accountability mechanisms, 

including universal jurisdiction, international courts and special tribunals" during an 

interparliamentary Committee meeting held on 6 May 2026 in the European Parliament, 

Brussels.  

 

Following this meeting, we reaffirm our commitment to the international legal order and to 

multilateral institutions mandated to report, gather evidence, investigate and prosecute the 

gravest crimes under international law, including the International Criminal Court (ICC).  

 

We also condemn unilateral foreign coercive measures, notably those imposed by the United 

States under Executive Order 14203, against ICC officials and their partners working to gather 

and preserve evidence of international crimes. 

 

Such coercive measures are producing concrete effects within the European Union. Individuals 

and entities targeted under the Executive Order — including European citizens — have faced 

the closure of their bank accounts, restrictions on financial transactions, loss of insurance and 

payment services, and denial of access to essential digital and technological services in Europe. 

 

The extraterritorial application of foreign coercive measures within the European Union is 

illegal and seriously undermine the autonomy of the European legal order, the independence 

of judicial institutions, and the protection of fundamental rights and freedoms of all the 

Europeans. 

 

The Union and its Member States are committed to support international justice mechanisms 

and should use all existing legal instruments designed to precisely address such situations. 

 

We therefore call on the President of the European Commission to urgently propose the 

inclusion of Executive Order 14203 in the Annex to Council Regulation (EC) No. 2271/96 (the 

EU Blocking Statute). 

 

Activating the Blocking Statute is necessary to protect persons and entities operating within 

the European Union from the extraterritorial effects of these coercive measures, to uphold the 

independence of international justice institutions, and to defend European sovereignty." 

 

 

 

 
Members of the European Parliament's Subcommittee on Human Rights: Mounir Satouri (Chair); Maria 

Temido (First Vice-Chair); Francisco Assis; Sandra Gómez López; Bernard Guetta; Rima Hassan; Hannah 

Neumann; Chloé Ridel; Marco Tarquinio; Catarina Vieira. 

 

Members of national parliaments of EU Member States: Atidzhe Alieva-Veli (National Assembly, Bulgaria), 

Patryk Gabriel (Sejm, Poland), Raúl Díaz Marín (Congreso de los Diputados, Spain), Adam Gomoła (Sejm, 

Poland), Beáta Jurík (National Council, Slovak Republic), Nuna Menezes (Assembleia da República, Portugal). 

 


