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History of the Rathenau Institute

• 1978: The government 
appoints a commission headed 
by Gerhart Rathenau, in order 
to study the future impact of 
micro-electronics.

• 1986: The Minister of 
Education founds the Dutch 
Organisation for Technology  
Assessment (NOTA) .

• 1994: NOTA becomes 
Rathenau Institute. 

• As from 2005, the analysis of 
the Dutch science system is 
added to its tasks. 



Introduction
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“The institute in particular contributes to the political 

decision making process in both Houses of Parliament, as 

well as in the European Parliament.”
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Informing Parliament on 
the use of data within the
new Energy Act. 
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