
Biography – Senator Ricardo Lara (Democrat) 
Current term 2012-2016  
Thirty-Third Senate District – Los Angeles County  
 

Senator Ricardo Lara (D-Bell Gardens) was elected with overwhelming 
support in November 2012 to represent the Southeast Los Angeles 
County cities of the 33rdSenate District. Raised in a blue collar 
immigrant family in East Los Angeles, Ricardo knows first- hand the 
challenges facing the cities and communities of Southeast Los Angeles 
County. He is fervently committed to improving the quality of life for 
working families in California.  
 
While serving in the Assembly, as Chair of the Joint Legislative Audit 
Committee, Ricardo focused on strong ethical oversight over public 
funds and programs to ensure the effective and efficient management 
of taxpayer monies. Ricardo also served on the Assembly 
Appropriations Committee; the committees on Banking and Finance; 

Higher Education; and Water, Parks, and Wildlife. He also chaired the Select Committee on 
Financial Empowerment, which examines traditional strategies for wealth-building and promotes 
long-term financial stability and asset building, and was a member of the Assembly Select 
Committee on California Mexico Binational Affairs and the California Border Legislative 
Conference.   In his first term in office, Ricardo was elected Chair of the 23 member Latino 
Legislative Caucus with a supermajority vote. 
 
A champion for educational equity, civil rights and immigrant rights, Ricardo has authored 
legislation chaptered into law by Governor Jerry Brown which improved the quality of life for 
California’s working families by improving quality and access to education, protecting a woman’s 
right to take pregnancy leave, ensuring greater government transparency and oversight, 
protecting taxpayer dollars and ensuring certain consumer protections.  Prior to being elected to 
serve in the Legislature, Ricardo worked on the landmark AB 540, which made college 
education more affordable for immigrant students. 
 
Ricardo serves on the College Board’s Hispanic Advisory Committee for Latino College 
Completion as well as the Western Interstate Commission for Higher Education’s Legislative 
Advisory Board where he and other educational policy experts and legislators help shape 
educational strategies aimed at improving access to, and retention in, higher education on a 
regional and national level.   
 
Ricardo's commitment to his community is reflected in his ongoing volunteer work with local, 
statewide and international service organizations, including the Downey Kiwanis Club, Kiwanis 
International; the Bellflower Noon Lions Club; Optimist International; and the Rotary Club in the 
city of South Gate.  Ricardo also serves on the Planned Parenthood Advocacy Project Board, 
where he continues to protect and expand the quality and affordability of healthcare services for 
working families. 
 
Ricardo earned his B.A. in Journalism and Spanish with a minor in Chicano Studies from San 
Diego State University.  He is currently working on his Master’s Degree in Leadership from the 
University of Southern California. 



Biography – Senator Marty Block (Democrat) 
Current term 2012-2016  
Thirty-Ninth Senate District – San Diego County  

 

Senator Marty Block represents the 39
th

 Senate District which 

includes the communities of San Diego, Del Mar, La Jolla, 

Coronado, and Solana Beach. Senator Block brings to the 39
th

 

District more than 30 years of dedication and service to the 

community as a Member and President of the San Diego 

Board of Education, Member and President of the San Diego 

Community College District, Dean and Director at San Diego 

State University.  

 

He has also participated on numerous advocacy boards and 

commissions.  From 2008 to 2012, Senator Block served as the Assemblymember 

for the 78
th

 Assembly District. While in the Assembly, he concentrated on 

affordability and access to college as Chair of the Higher Education Committee.  

 

In the Senate, Senator Block continues his passion for quality education as Chair of 

the Budget Subcommittee on Education finance and as a member of the Education 

Committee. He also serves on the Committees of Budget and Fiscal Review; 

Banking and Financial Institutions; Business, Professions and Economic 

Development; Energy, Utilities and Communications; and Veterans Affairs. In 

addition, he serves on the Select Committees for Autism and Related Disorders, 

and Passenger Rail. Senator Block is the founder and chair of the California 

Legislative Jewish Caucus. 

 

Senator Block has been recognized for his legislative work by the California 

Federation of Teachers, Junior Leagues of California, Crime Victims United of 

California, the March of Dimes, California Community Colleges Baccalaureate 

Association, and other organizations. 

 

He earned his B.A. from Indiana University and his J.D. from DePaul University.    



Biography – Senator Ellen M. Corbett (Democrat) 
Current term 2010-2014  
Tenth Senate District – Alameda and Santa Clara Counties  

Senator Ellen M. Corbett is serving her second term in the state 
Senate and was elected Senate Majority Leader by her fellow 
Democrats on December 6, 2010. 

As Majority Leader, Senator Corbett is responsible for setting the 
Democratic agenda, managing the Senate’s Floor operations and the 
chief advisor in political matters and strategy to the Senate President 
Pro Tempore. 

Throughout her career she has focused on strengthening California’s 
economy, standing up for consumers and protecting our natural 
resources while encouraging the growth of our green economy. 

Among the landmark legislation she has passed are laws to give consumers more information 
about bottled water, allow cash back for gift cards worth up to $10 and give car buyers 
additional protections. 

Senator Corbett was first elected to the Senate in 2006 and was reelected in 2010. She 
represents the 10th Senate District, an East Bay district that includes the cities of San Leandro, 
Fremont, Hayward, Union City, Pleasanton, Milpitas and Newark and part of San Jose, as well 
as the communities of Castro Valley, San Lorenzo and Sunol. 

A lawyer and civic activist, she is dedicated to protecting the rights of consumers, encouraging 
educational opportunities and working to grow California’s economy. 

As chair of the Senate Judiciary Committee for four years, Senator Corbett, worked to make 
sure our laws are fair and effective. 

Senator Corbett successfully passed a law that allows consumers to receive cash in exchange 
for a gift card worth less than $10. California gift cards have no expiration date. 

Another law by Senator Corbett requires bottled water producers to provide essential water 
quality information to consumers and list the source of their water on the label. It also requires 
bottled water companies to publish a Consumer Confidence Report on their website enabling 
consumers to easily find information about the quality of their bottled water 

A major effort led to the passage and governor’s signature on a bill improving compliance with 
the Americans with Disabilities Act.  It was the first comprehensive reform of access laws in 
more than 17 years. 

Other legislative efforts include reducing prescription drug costs, restoring the wetlands along 
the Bay and increasing tenants’ rights in cases of foreclosures. 

Senator Corbett also authored the Car Buyers Protection Act to give customers more 
safeguards when they purchase a vehicle. This law prevents car dealers from selling a car 



unless they pay off its lien. Consumers will be protected from having their credit ruined if the 
dealer goes out of business. 

Senator Corbett has a long history of public service in the district.  She served as a city 
councilmember and was the first woman elected mayor of San Leandro.  Prior to that, she 
worked as an attorney, community college professor and civic activist. 

Senator Corbett maintains a strong connection to her district.  She has worked to secure 
funding for transportation improvements, environmental projects and economic development 
opportunities. 

Senator Corbett has received numerous awards during her legislative career.  In 2008, she was 
named one of the Top 100 Attorneys in California and an Outstanding Legislator by the 
California State Sheriff’s Association. 

She has also received honors from the California Labor Federation, the Consumer Federation of 
California, the American Cancer Society, the California Congress of Seniors and the Sierra Club 
of California. 

In the Legislature, Sen. Corbett is the chair of the Biotechnology Select Committee, the 
Earthquake and Disaster Preparedness Select Committee and the Green Jobs, Solar Wind and 
Clean Technologies Select Committee. She also sits on the select committees for California’s 
Horse Racing Industry, California’s Wine Industry, and Privacy. Additionally, Sen. Corbett is a 
member of the Business, Professions and Economic Development Standing Committee, the 
Energy Utilities and Communications Standing Committee, the Government Organization 
Standing Committee, the Insurance Standing Committee, and the Judiciary Standing 
Committee.  She also serves on the Joint Committee on Rules.  

Senator Corbett represents the State Senate on the CA Commission on Disability Access and 
the California Commission on Uniform State Laws. 

A native Californian and life-long resident of the East Bay, Sen. Corbett attended local schools, 
including Chabot Community College and California State University, Hayward.  She graduated 
from the University of California, Davis and McGeorge Law School.  Prior to her legislative 
career, Sen. Corbett practiced civil law. 



Biography – Senator Loni Hancock (Democrat) 
Current term 2012-2016  
Ninth Senate District – Contra Costa and Alameda Counties 
 

Loni Hancock has spent nearly four decades as a forceful advocate for 
open government, educational reform, environmental protection, 
economic development, and social justice.  Prior to her election to the 
California State Senate in 2008, she served three terms in the California 
State Assembly (14th District). She also was the first woman elected 
mayor of the City of Berkeley (1986-1994), the Executive Director of the 
Shalan Foundation, and served in both the Carter and Clinton 
Administrations. 
Senator Hancock currently represents the 9th State Senate District, 
which includes the cities of Alameda, Albany, Berkeley, El Cerrito, 
Emeryville, El Sobrante, Hercules, Kensington, Oakland, Piedmont, 
Pinole, Richmond, Rodeo, San Leandro and San Pablo.  
Born and raised in New York, Loni Hancock received her BA from 

Ithaca College in 1963 and her MA from the Wright Institute in 1978.  She moved to Berkeley in 
1964, where she lives today with her husband, Mayor Tom Bates.  Senator Hancock has four 
children and seven grandchildren. 

Criminal Justice 

Senator Hancock has been a leading advocate for  investing state resources in rehabilitation 
programs, job training, and employment because she understands that these and similar 
programs reduce inmate recidivism. As Chair of the Senate Public Safety Committee and the 
Senate Budget and Fiscal Review Subcommittee #5 on Corrections and Public Safety, Senator 
Hancock seeks to examine programs at all levels of the criminal justice system and implement 
sound policies that reduce prison overcrowding while protecting public safety. 

Senator Hancock believes that California’s corrections system is an expensive failure and 
requires a fundamental restructuring. As a start, Senator Hancock is working to bring 
government closer to the people by allowing local governments to carry out vital law 
enforcement services in a more effective and efficient manner. 

Senator Hancock has introduced legislation to provide case management and evidence-based 
programming to inmates in their last year of incarceration, and bring transparency and 
accountability to the California Department of Corrections and Rehabilitation (CDCR) and the 
Office of the Inspector General. Previously, she has introduced legislation to improve education 
programs in state prison and require the CDCR to provide inmates with a CA identification card 
upon release of incarceration. 

Government Reform 

Since entering the California State Legislature, Senator Hancock has vigorously championed 
government reform.  In 2009-10, she chaired the Elections, Reapportionment and Constitutional 
Amendments Committee. She introduced two major Senate Constitutional Amendments aimed 
at reducing gridlock and increasing the effectiveness of the California State Legislature: SCA 5 
would have replaced the 2/3 vote formerly required to pass a budget with a simple majority vote 



and SCA 24 would change California’s term limits requirement so experienced legislators are 
available to solve the difficult problems facing California. 

As an Assemblymember, Senator Hancock authored AB 583 – the California Clean Money and 
Fair Elections Act – which sought to reform campaign financing by providing full public financing 
for statewide elections.  AB 583 establishes a pilot project to make public financing available to 
candidates for Secretary of State so they can wage competitive campaigns without soliciting 
money from special interests. 

Environment 

Senator Hancock has sustained a strong commitment to environmental protection throughout 
her career.  As a member of the Berkeley City Council, she successfully worked to preserve the 
Berkeley Marina from development and protect local wildlife. 

While in the Assembly, Senator Hancock served as Chair of the Committee on Natural 
Resources.   In this role, she led efforts to pass historic environmental legislation that would 
protect open space, expand recycling, and promote healthy city-infill strategies. 

Senator Hancock currently serves on the Environmental Quality Committee, which oversees 
legislation relating to air and water quality, waste management and toxic substances, among 
other environmental issues. 

Education 

Senator Hancock has devoted much of her career to developing public policies that support and 
improve public schools in the East Bay and throughout California. 

As head of the Western Regional Office of the U.S. Department of Education during the Clinton 
Administration, Hancock launched after-school, early reading preparation, college 
preparedness, and other initiatives. She helped schools in California receive millions of dollars 
in federal education funding. 

As a member of the Assembly and Senate Committees on Education, Senator Hancock fought 
against tuition increases, elimination of outreach programs, and deep cuts to community 
college, CSU and UC budgets. 

Senator Hancock has authored legislation that greatly expands school-to-career education for 
California’s high school students.  She strongly believes in career academies because they 
keep young people in school, and better prepares them for college and for real jobs in the new 
economy.  Senator Hancock currently chairs the Select Committee on Workforce Development, 
School Environment, and Student Wellness.   



Biography – Senator Hannah-Beth Jackson (Democrat) 
Current term 2012-2016  
Nineteenth Senate District – Santa Barbara and Ventura Counties 

Hannah-Beth Jackson is an educator, former State Assemblymember, 
former Deputy District Attorney, and small business owner. She was 
elected to the California State Senate in 2012 to represent the 19th 
Senate District, which includes all of Santa Barbara County and 
western Ventura County. 

From 1998 to 2004, she represented the 35th Assembly District in the 
State Assembly. 

Hannah-Beth also co-founded two non-profit organizations, has served 
as policy-maker in residence at UC Santa Barbara and currently 
serves as adjunct professor at Antioch University. 

In the Senate, she is chair of the Senate Judiciary Committee, and 
serves on key committees, including the Budget Committee, the Environmental Quality 
Committee and the Natural Resources Committee. She’s also chair of the Select Committee on 
Passenger Rail, the Joint Legislative Committee on Emergency Management and vice-chair of 
the California Legislative Women’s Caucus. 

During the six years she served in the State Assembly and now as a State Senator, Hannah-
Beth has been an effective advocate for improving public education, increasing public safety, 
improving access to health care, promoting job growth in green industries and others, protecting 
the environment and protecting the privacy and rights of consumers. 

During her time in the State Assembly, Hannah-Beth served as Chair of the Assembly 
Committee on Natural Resources and Chair of the Assembly Select Committee on Coastal 
Protection. She served as Chair of the bipartisan Legislative Women’s Caucus and was Chair of 
the Assembly Environmental Safety and Toxic Materials Committee from 1999-2002. She 
served on a number of standing committees including the Budget Committee, Judiciary 
Committee and the Higher Education Committee. 

She worked with Democratic and Republican Governors, and authored more than 60 bills that 
were signed into law. 

She was named “Legislator of the Year” by the Consumer Federation of California for her strong 
advocacy on behalf of consumers, particularly in the areas of health care and privacy rights. 
Jackson was also named “Legislator of the Year” by the Congress of California Seniors for 
advocacy against elder abuse and health care issues and “Environmental Hero” by the 
California League of Conservation Voters for her unwavering protection of our natural resources 
and public health. The California Teachers Association named her “Outstanding Public Official” 
for her leadership in improving our schools. She was named “Legislator of the Year” by the 
National Organization for Women for advancing women’s health issues and equal opportunity 
and by the Junior League of California for her work on domestic violence and issues effecting 
children. Californians Against Waste named her legislator of the year after the passage of her 
bills to do with pesticide use and the recycling of electronic- waste. Hannah-Beth earned other 
awards including “Guardian of the Coast” by Vote the Coast, the “Outstanding Public Service 



Award” by the California School Employees Association, and Planned Parenthood’s “Giraffe 
Award” for sticking her neck out to do what is right. 

Hannah-Beth is married to retired Superior Court Judge George Eskin. She has a daughter, two 
stepchildren and five grandchildren. The family has resided in the district for more than 35 
years. 



  
Biography – Senator Carol Liu (Democrat) 
Current term 2012-2016  
Thirty-Third Senate District – Los Angeles County  
 
  

Carol Liu (D-La Cañada Flintridge) was elected to the California State 
Senate in 2008 and re-elected in 2012 to represent the newly drawn 
25th District. She represented the 44th Assembly District from 2000-
2006. Prior to her election to the State Assembly, Carol served eight 
years as a City Councilmember, including two terms as Mayor, of La 
Cañada Flintridge. Carol was born in Berkeley and raised in Oakland. 
She graduated from San Jose State College and earned a lifetime 
teaching credential and an administrative credential from UC-Berkeley 
and spent 17 years working in public schools.  
 
Many key pieces of legislation Carol authored in the Assembly and the 
Senate have been signed into law, including bills to reinvigorate career 
and technical education at the high school level, improve community 
college student success, lower the costs of college textbooks, protect 

foster children, and prevent domestic violence. Her highest priorities are improving public 
education and access to early childhood education, increasing access to affordable higher 
education, and assuring essential services for the elderly, disadvantaged, and disabled. Carol is 
committed to breaking the cycles of poverty and crime and believes that access to quality 
education is the key. She is also working to improve environmental quality and increase access 
to public transportation.  
 
Carol chairs the Senate Education Committee and serves as a member of the Human Services, 
Governance & Finance, Public Safety, and Transportation & Housing Committees. 



Biography – Senator Norma Torres (Democrat) 
Current term 2013-2014  
Thirty-Second Senate District – San Bernardino and Los Angeles County  

Senator Norma J. Torres was elected to represent the 32nd Senate 

District which includes Bloomington, Colton, Fontana, Montclair, 

Muscoy, Ontario, Pomona, Rialto, and San Bernardino. She previously 

served as a State Assemblywoman, Pomona City Council, and 

Pomona Mayor. An advocate for common sense solutions, Torres has 

championed legislation making California government more responsive 

to the needs of working families, children and seniors in the Inland 

Empire. 

As an Assemblywoman, Torres Chaired the Committee on Housing 

and Community Development at a time when the recession had left 

thousands of families struggling financially. In response to the crisis, 

she successfully led an effort to secure $2 billion in federal funds for the “Keep Your Home 

California” program. She helped pass the Homeowner’s Bill of Rights to protect consumers from 

foreclosure. She authored legislation to accelerate the construction of affordable housing, help 

delinquent homeowners refinance their second mortgages, and make it easier for returning 

veterans to purchase homes. 

Making sure the public safety system is responsive and working collaboratively with the 

community to combat crime has been one of Torres’ priorities. A former 9-1-1 dispatcher, Torres 

understands the fear families face during emergencies. That is why she wrote the law that 

modernized the 9-1-1 system so that cell phone users are immediately routed to their local 

police department and not a statewide hotline. In addition, she authored legislation to help 

prevent metal theft, keep drivers under the influence of drugs off our roads and highways, stop 

peeping toms from exploiting victims, and raising fines on criminals who tamper with online 

data. 

The California Sheriff’s Association, League of California Cities, Professional Engineers in 

California Government, Yellow Ribbon America, and the American Hero’s Foundation, among 

many others, have recognized her for her outstanding leadership. She has been an honored 

guest in Guatemala, where she toured the country, met with Heads-of-State, and received the 

country’s highest honor—the Order of the Great Congress of Guatemala, in the rank of Knight. 

Senator Torres has been a vocal proponent to improve California’s business climate to help 

create jobs in the Inland Empire. She fights for job training programs, access to higher 

education and other tools to improve the skills to assist people get better paying jobs. She 

strongly advocates for services and programs that help families transition out of the recession, 

keep their homes and bring a quality education to their children. 

Torres immigrated to the United States from Guatemala at age five and is a long-time resident 

of the Inland Empire. She resides in Pomona with her husband Louis, and their sons Robert and 

Matthew. A proud supporter of the US military, her third son, Christopher, is a veteran of the 

United States Air Force. Torres received her bachelor’s degree in Labor Studies from the 

National Labor College in Silver Springs, Maryland. 



Biography - EZILDA SAMOVILLE  

Director, California State Senate Office of International Relations 

Ms. Samoville has been with the California Senate since April 1, 

1989. The Office of International Relations – www.sen.ca.gov/soir 

- was established by the Senate Rules Committee in 1987 in order 

to provide the Senate with information and assistance conducive 

to the furthering of strong economic and cultural ties between 

California and the world's nations. 

Previous assignments have included Administrative 

Assistant to the Senate Office of Protocol and Assistant 

Director to the Senate Office of Federal and International 

Relations. Before coming to the Senate, she was a business 

and public relations consultant for Albany International of 

Brazil (a multinational textile manufacturer), in the State of 

Santa Catarina, for eight years. 

Ms. Samoville is a Member of the Board and Executive Director of the California 

International Relations Foundation – www.sen.ca.gov/cirf - a non-profit, public benefit 

corporation that was established by the California Senate to further the exchange of 

economic, educational and cultural information between government leaders of foreign 

nations and Members of the California Legislature. Ms. Samoville also is a member of the 

National Legislative Services and Security Association and an alumna of the 2007 

Legislative Staff Management Institute’s (LSMI) program. LSMI, developed by USC and 

CSUS, focuses on practical application of concepts and tools that legislative staff can use to 

meet the increasingly complex policy and management demands characterizing state 

legislatures throughout the country. In addition, Ms. Samoville is a member of the 2008 

class of Leadership California. Founded in 1988 Leadership California partners with top 

business, corporate, academic, government and community organizations to further 

develop and mobilize diverse executive women from across the state, and to engage them 

around cutting-edge trends and big issues facing California from state, national, and global 

perspectives. 

Ms. Samoville has a degree in Business Administration from the University of Blumenau, Brazil, 

and studied two years of economics and one year of computer technology at the same 

university. 

She lives in Sacramento with her husband Craig and their children Ryan and Stuart. 

 

 

 


