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Lisboa, 5 de Margo de 2018

Caro Senhor Deputado

Tenho a honra de o convidar para participar em uma Conferéncia internacional que estou a co-organizar em parceria
com o Governo sobre “Educagdo superior em situa¢des de emergéncia”, a qual tera lugar no dia 5 de Abril na Fundacdo Calouste
Gulbenkian, em Lisboa.

Gostaria muito de contar consigo nesta Conferéncia, em que serdo abordados os esforgos colectivos, actualmente em
curso, destinados a desenhar uma solugdo sistémica para o problema de oferecer mais, melhores e mais rapidas oportunidades
de ensino superior para refugiados e migrantes em mobilidade for¢ada.

Esta Conferéncia Internacional baseia-se no impulso gerado pelo Férum Humanitario Mundial, realizado em Maio de
2016, no qual os governos e outros actores internacionais acordaram em trabalhar em conjunto para conseguir transformagdes
estratégicas, na linha das propostas contidas na Agenda para a Humanidade, visando "reduzir o sofrimento de milhdes de pessoas,
responder e reduzir as necessidades humanitarias, o risco e a vulnerabilidade". Além disso, esta Conferéncia leva outrossim em
considerac¢do os novos compromissos assumidos na reunido de alto nivel das Nagdes Unidas sobre gestdo dos grandes fluxos de
refugiados e migrantes (Setembro de 2016), expressa na Declaracdo de Nova lorque, em particular no seu paragrafo 82, em que
todos os Estados membros reconheceram pela primeira vez o papel do ensino superior para reforgar a resiliéncia em situacées de
emergéncia e promover a recuperagio e reconstru¢3o de catastrofes e conflitos. Por tltimo, mas ndo menos importante, também
se baseia nos compromissos assumidos na Agenda para o Desenvolvimento Sustentavel de 2030, em particular os ODS 4, 5 e 16.

Neste contexto, esta Conferéncia Internacional tera por objectivo a apresentagdo de uma primeira resposta sistémica as
emergéncias académicas e crises humanitarias causadas por conflitos, guerras ou desastres naturais. Nela, sera apresentada uma
prova do conceito de um Mecanismo de Resposta Rapida para o Ensino Superior em Emergéncias (RRM), concebido com base
numa abordagem inovadora e numa ambiciosa estratégia de financiamento misto, tal como preconizado pela OCDE. O objectivo
final da Conferéncia é concitar o apoio ao RRM e criar um novo impulso para dinamizar o ensino superior em situagoes de
emergéncia, como contribuigdo para os futuros Compactos da ONU sobre Migrantes e Refugiados, cuja adopgdo esta prevista
para 2018.

Esta conferéncia reunira lideres politicos, representantes de organizagdes internacionais e regionais, agéncias de
desenvolvimento, doadores e filantropias, universidades e associagdes de estudantes, sector privado, organiza¢des da sociedade
civil, jovens e media.

A sua presenca nesta Conferéncia afigura-se da maior relevincia, pelo que me permito insistir na sua participagdo. Em
anexo, encontrara uma sinopse da Conferéncia encontrando-se mais informagdo no site da Conferencia — www.rrm2018.pt onde
podera também efectuar directamente a sua inscrigdo.

Na expectativa da confirmagdo da sua participa¢do, aproveito o ensejo para renovar a expressao da minha mais alta
consideragao e estima.
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Exmo Senhor

Deputado Bacelar de Vasconcelos

Assembleia da Republica

Comissdo de Assuntos Constitucionais, Direitos
Liberdades e Garantias
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CONCEPT NOTE
International Conference
Higher Education in Emergencies — Doing More, Better and Faster

5April 2018
Calouste Gulbenkian Foundation — Lisbon, Portugal

This International Conference builds upon the ongoing collective efforts aimed at addressing
the challenge of large movements of people in different parts of the world, involving both
refugees and migrants in vulnerable situations. It focuses on the specific needs of students in
higher education who are in desperate situations due to wars, conflicts, humanitarian crises
or natural disasters. It aims at developing a fast-track solution to the problem of delivering
more, betterand faster higher education opportunities in emergency situations. It will feature
a first-ever systemic response to address this challenge by showcasing a proof of concept of
a Rapid Response Mechanism for Higher Education in Emergencies (RRM) based on an
innovative approach and an ambitious blended financing strategy as recommended by the
OECD. The ultimate goal of the Conference is to galvanize support for the RRM and generate
new momentum for boosting opportunities for higher education in emergencies, as a
contribution to the future Compacts on Migrants and Refugees to be adopted later on in
2018.

When?

5 April 2018

Where?

Portugal, Lisbon, Calouste Gulbenkian Foundation (Av de Berna, 45 A, 1067-001 Lisbon)

For whom?

Target participants include: high-level political decision-makers; senior-level policy makers,
representatives of multilateral institutions; representatives of universities, students and

academia in general; experts; representatives of the private sector, including philanthropic

organizations; representatives of civil society and the media.



Aims and Objectives

This Conference will provide a forum for the presentation and discussion of:

(1) best practices and lessons learned to be shared by participants, including the case studies
presented;

(2) proof of concept showcase of the Rapid Response Mechanism for Higher Education in
Emergencies (RRM);

(3) the pilot program of the RRM that will be run in the 2018-2019 academic year;

(4) which partners are ready for more in-depth cooperation within the RRM.

This conference will also provide participants with opportunities to announce pledges and
make new commitments as well as to sign new protocols of cooperation.

Expected Outcomes
The Conference is expected to have the following main outcomes:

(1) An analytical summary capturing best practices and lessons learned as shared by
participants during the sessions, including the case studies presented;

(2) A proof of concept of the Rapid Response Mechanism for Higher Education in
Emergencies will be available on-line;

(3) Announcement of a pilot program for the implementation of the RRM for the 2018-
2019 academic year;

(4) A wealth of new pledges and commitments to the RRM announced by participants;

(5) This Conference is also expected to provide an important opportunity for key policy
makers to develop new partnerships which could be announced later on;

(6) It is envisaged that the debates will provide a contribution to the UN Compacts on
migration and refugees under discussion.

Plenary Sessions

> Presentations by high-level representatives highlighting the importance of advancing
practical solutions to boost higher education opportunities for students in forced
mobility and in vulnerable situations, building upon the SDGs Agenda, the New York
Declaration and developing further the nexus between humanitarian and
development on education as a contribution to the future Compact on Migrants and
Refugees;

> Presentations by policy experts on the current state of play: research and policy
options, providing an overview of solutions and initiatives and highlighting key success
factors, the main challenges, and opportunities to overcome them;

~ A proof of concept showcase of the Rapid Response Mechanism for Higher Education
in Emergencies (RRM) as an innovative systemic solution to address this global

challenge.



Breakout sessions

Parallel working forums will enable direct interaction among participants. The main aim of
the debate is to identify common challenges and major barriers, share examples of interesting
practices and develop practical solutions in planning and setting up new solutions such as the
RRM . Within each breakout session, there will be an opportunity to explore avenues for
cooperation in order to overcome barriers and challenges, linked to the particular theme of
each group:
.
> A global academic consortium for higher education in emergencies;
» A coordination mechanism to enable higher education institutions to deliver an
systemic response in times of crises;
> Sources of financing and financing models for higher education in emergencies.

Debate motion

‘International education is complicit in the growing sentiments of nationalist populism, as it mostly
serves to create a class of global elites.’

The debate will ask whether international education is part of the cause of nationalist populism or
part of the solution. The audience will be invited to vote for or against the motion before and after

the debate takes place between two panels.

Summing up sessions will be bringing delegates together to summarize the outcomes of the
debate in the breakout sessions; rapporteurs from each group will briefly summarize the
workshop discussions and highlight the key issues and potential solutions as well as examples

of transferable practice.

Key lessons and way forward
This session will offer a facilitated debate and reflections on the key messages emerging from

the Conference.

Advisory sessions (by individual appointments)

An opportunity for participants to exchange ideas and receive tailored with regards to joining
the Rapid Response Mechanism. Dedicated Info points will be set up in the lobby at which
consultations will take place.

Commitment/partnerships desks
Participants will have the opportunity to make commitments or finalize partnerships at

appropriate kiosks.



Background

This International Conference is a continuation of an emerging network of policy, practice and
research that has connected a group of multi-stakeholder partners — civil society,
foundations, universities and higher education associations, international organizations,
government representatives, aid and cooperation agencies - engaged in and committed to
promoting higher education among refugees, migrants in vulnerable situations, affected by
conflicts, natural disasters and facing emergency situations.

It builds on the momentum generated by the World Humanitarian Forum, held in May 2016,
in which governments and other international actors agreed to work together in order to
achieve strategic transformations, as proposed in the Agenda for Humanity, aimed to “reduce
the suffering of millions of people, and address and reduce humanitarian need, risk and
vulnerability”. The Agenda for Humanity consists of 5 core responsibilities and 24 strategic
transformations that are needed to achieve progress. Core responsibilities 3 — Leave no one
behind ~and 5 — Working differently to end need — are particularly important for our purpose.
Moreover, this International Conference also takes into consideration further commitments
made at the High-Level Meeting of the General Assembly on Large Movements of Refugees
and Migrants (September 2016), as expressed in the New York Declaration. In particularinits
paragraph 82, all member states recognized for the very first time the power of higher
education to build resilience in emergencies and foster recovery and rebuilding from disasters
and conflict. Last but not least, it also builds on the commitments made in the 2030 Agenda
for Sustainable Development, in particular SDG 4, 5 and 16.

Against this backdrop, this conference aims at marking a turning point in supporting collective
efforts to unleash the unique power of higher education to strengthen and uphold protection
of refugees and migrants in vulnerable situations, creating additional pathways for admission
and resettlement, fostering resilience and rebuilding from disasters and conflict.

Building upon lessons learned and best practices collected from various initiatives
implemented over the years around the world to meet humanitarian needs and reduce
students’ risk and vulnerability in crisis situations, namely by the Global Platform for Syrian
Students, is it now proposed to make a quantum leap by setting up a Rapid Response
Mechanism for Higher Education in Emergencies (RRM). This RRM seeks to provide a fast
track systemic response for the specific target group of students and scholars at risk, in
forcible displacement or in need of humanitarian assistance.

The presentation of the RRM at this International Conference is most timely since it will allow
to galvanize support to it and identify a small group of champions who will come together
around this initiative to make immediate progress, as suggested by the UN SG in his Report
“Making migration work for all” (paragraph 62), with the ultimate goal of having it
incorporated into the Compacts on migrants and refugees in the making as a key contribution
to meet migrants’ and refugees’ specific needs and reduce their risk and vulnerability in
support of the achievement of the 2030 Agenda.
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Pre-draft to be updated on a regular basis.

08h30

09h00

0Sh30

11h30

11h00

11h30

11h30

13h15

13h15

14h45

Arrival Participants - Registration

Arrival - High Level Participants

Opening Session

Welcome Speeches (3x10 min.)
High Level Panel + Respondents (60 min.)

Closing Speeches (3x10 min.)

Coffee Break

High Level Session: ‘Higher Education in emergencies
matters’

Keynote Speaker (20 min.)
Debate (50 min.)

Motion on ‘International education is complicit in the growing
sentiments of nationalist populism, as it mostly serves to
create a class of global elites.' (45 min.)

Lunch Buffet - Lunch Box
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(y Advisory Sessions + Commitments Desks
14h45

15h00
- 3 Breakout Sessions in Parallel
16h30

BS 1 - Integrating refugees and students in forced mobility into
higher education - challenges, best practices and lessons
learned

BS 2 - Collaborating for higher impact

BS 3 - Blended financing strategies for higher education in
emergencies

16h30
- Coffee Break
17h00

17h00
- Closing Session
18h30

Summing up the 3 breakouts (15 min.)

Doing More, Better and Faster: A Rapid Response Mechanism
for Higher Education in Emergencies - Keynote Speaker (15
min.)

Students have the flioor (30 min.)
Closing Speeches - 10x3

19h00
- Social Event (by invitation)
20h30

Revised on 7 February.

To download the programme CLICK HERE
(images/Congresso/programme/International_Conference on Higher education In Emergecies -
_drfat_programme-_7_february_2018.pdf).



