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ACORDO ECONÓMICO E COMERCIAL GLOBAL CANADÁ–UNIÃO 

EUROPEIA1

Em 18 de outubro de 2013, a União Europeia e o Canadá chegaram a um 

acordo político sobre os elementos-chave de um Acordo de Comércio 

(CETA). Prevê-se que o acordo possa remover mais de 99% das tarifas entre 

as duas economias e criar novas oportunidades consideráveis de acesso ao 

mercado de serviços e investimento.

As negociações foram iniciadas em maio de 2009 e o conteúdo do CETA e 

suas modalidades gerais foram aprovadas em Junho de 2009.

Em 2012, o Canadá foi 12.ª mais importante parceiro comercial da UE, 

representando 1,8% do total do comércio externo da UE. No mesmo ano, a 

União Europeia foi o segundo parceiro mais importante do Canadá, após os 

EUA, com cerca de 9,5% do total do comércio externo do Canadá.

Máquinas, equipamentos de transporte e produtos químicos dominaram as 

exportações da UE de mercadorias para o Canadá e também constituem uma 

parte importante das importações de bens provenientes do Canadá da UE.

O comércio de serviços é uma área igualmente importante da relação 

comercial UE-Canadá. Exemplos de serviços muito negociados entre o 

Canadá e a UE são os transportes, viagens, seguros e comunicação.

A relação de investimento é igualmente muito importante. Em 2011, os 

investidores europeus realizaram investimentos no valor de mais de 221,6 

mil milhões de euros no Canadá, enquanto os valores de investimento direto 

canadense na UE ascenderam a quase 137,6 mil milhões de euros.

Para mais informação consulte a página da Comissão Europeia sobre o CETA

                                               
1 http://www.portugal.gov.pt/pt/os-temas/acordo-comercio-ue-canada/acordo-comercio-ue-
canada.aspx
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Quick Facts on CETA

 comprehensive EU-Canada economic agreement 
 removing 99% of customs duties & many other obstacles for business 
 to boost trade, strengthen economic relations and create jobs
 an expected €12 billion increase for Europe's GDP
 agreed text available for the public 
 presented for EU democratic approval

CETA: Summary of the final negotiating results

 read the summary

The Comprehensive Trade and Economic Agreement (CETA) is a freshly negotiated 
EU-Canada treaty. Once applied, it will offer EU firms more and better business 
opportunities in Canada and support jobs in Europe.

CETA will tackle a whole range of issues to make business with Canada easier. It will 
remove customs duties, end limitations in access to public contracts, open-up services' 
market, offer predictable conditions for investors and, last but not least, help prevent 
illegal copying of EU innovations and traditional products.

The agreement contains also all the guarantees to make sure that the economic gains do 
not come on expense of democracy, environment or consumers' health and safety 

 Questions and Answers

Outcomes of the CETA negotiations

Following the political break-through of October last year, negotiators have now 
finished their work on the EU-Canada Comprehensive Economic and Trade Agreement 
(CETA). In this section we present the complete outcome of the negotiations. 

 Read the consolidated version of all chapters, annexes and declarations agreed 
with Canada.

Note that the text of the agreement is not yet binding under international law and will 
only become so after a legal review and the completion of the ratification process. 

                                               
2 FONTE: Comissão Europeia
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What is CETA about?

 Ending customs duties
 Letting EU businesses bid for Canadian public contracts
 Stepping-up regulatory cooperation
 Protecting European innovations & traditional products

 Streamlining trade in services
 Promoting and protecting investment
 Ensuring good cooperation in the future
 Protecting democracy, consumers and environment

Ending custom duties

CETA is going to eliminate all industrial duties saving European exporters around €470 
million a year. 

Duties will be eliminated quickly. Most of them will be removed as soon as the 
agreement enters into force. Seven years later, there will be no more customs duties 
between EU and Canada for any industrial products.

A far reaching elimination of customs duties will apply also to the farming and food 
sector. Nearly 92% of EU agriculture and food products will be exported to Canada 
duty-free.

Opening agricultural markets has the potential to keep prices down and provide 
consumers with more choice. As a major producer of high-quality food, the EU will 
benefit from improved access to the Canada high-income market. The outcome of the 
negotiations is especially promising for processed agricultural products (PAPs), which 
is one of the EU’s main export interests. With nearly all Canadian duties for these 
products eliminated, the EU food-processing industry is expected to considerably gain 
from CETA. As regards wines and spirits, tariff elimination is complemented by the 
removal of other relevant trade barriers which will significantly improve access to the 
Canadian market. 

For a handful of sensitive products such as beef, pork, sweetcorn on the EU side and 
dairy in Canada, the preferential access is limited to quotas. Poultry and eggs will not be 
liberalised on either side. The EU entry-price system is maintained. 

Thanks to tariff elimination the EU processing industry will have better access to 
Canadian fish. Sustainable fisheries will be developed in parallel, in particular with 
regard to monitoring, control and surveillance measures, and the fight against illegal, 
unreported and unregulated fishing.

Letting EU businesses bid for Canadian public contracts

With CETA, EU companies will be able to bid for public contracts in Canada at all 
levels of government. This includes the provincial authorities, responsible for a large 
public spending.

An EU-Canada Joint Study (2008) demonstrates that the overall value of contracts 
awarded by the federal government in Canada was estimated at C$ 15 to 19 billion per 
year. The value of contracts at other levels of government greatly exceeds this. For 



4

example, in 2011 procurements by Canadian municipalities were estimated at C$ 112 
billion (approx. €82 billion) or almost 7% of Canadian GDP.

European businesses will be the first foreign companies to get that level of access to 
Canadian public procurement markets. No other international agreement concluded by 
Canada offers similar opportunities. 

Canada will also create a single electronic procurement website that combines 
information on all tenders to ensure that the EU companies can effectively take 
advantage of these new opportunities. 

Stepping-up regulatory cooperation

The chapter on technical barriers to trade (TBT) contains provisions that will improve 
transparency and foster closer contacts between the EU and Canada in the field of 
technical regulations. Both sides also agree to further strengthen links between the 
relevant standard setting bodies. A separate protocol will improve the recognition of 
conformity assessment between the parties. By reducing the cost of complying with 
technical regulations, standards and conformity assessment procedures (including 
marking and labelling provisions) CETA will facilitate trade and benefit industry 
generally. According to estimates, this could amount to GDP gains of up to €2.9 billion 
a year for the EU.

Protecting European innovations & traditional products

CETA will create more of a level playing field between Canada and the EU as regards 
intellectual property rights. For instance, the EU pharmaceutical sector can see tangible 
benefits thanks to developments in the Canadian patent system. Also, European 
innovations, artworks and brands will be better protected against being unlawfully 
copied.

The rules agreed in CETA will also benefit EU farmers and small businesses involved 
in food production. CETA recognises the special status and offers protection on the 
Canadian market to numerous European agricultural products from a specific 
geographical origin. The use of geographical indications (GIs) such as Grana Padano, 
Roquefort, Elia Kalamatas Olives or Aceto balsamico di Modena will be reserved in 
Canada to products imported from European regions where they traditionally come 
from. The agreement also provides for the possibility to add other products' names to 
the list in the future. In addition, thanks to the agreement, some prominent EU GIs such 
as Prosciutto di Parma and Prosciutto di San Daniele will finally be authorised to use 
their name when sold in Canada, which has not been the case for more than 20 years. 

Streamlining trade in services

Around half of the overall GDP gains for the EU are expected to come from liberalising
trade in services. CETA will bring new opportunities for European companies by 
creating access to the Canadian market in key sectors such as financial services, 
telecommunications, energy and maritime transport. Overall, output gains for the EU 
could amount to €5.8 billion per year once the agreement is fully implemented. 

The agreement will also facilitate the temporary movement of key company personnel 
and service-providers between the EU and Canada. This is particularly important for 
firms with overseas operations. Certain categories of professionals will also have easier 
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access to temporarily supply services such as consultancy in a variety of sectors like 
accounting, architecture or engineering, in that latest case simplifying the fulfilment of 
after-sales maintenance and monitoring commitments. 

The agreement provides a framework for a future mutual recognition of qualifications in 
regulated professions. At the moment, the lack of coherent requirements for 
professionals remains a stumbling block, especially for providing cross-border services. 
Under CETA, the relevant professional organisations or authorities in the EU and 
Canada will be able to further work together on the technical details for recognising 
diplomas 

Promoting and protecting investment

CETA is the first EU trade agreement that brings broad benefits to EU companies 
investing outside the EU. This is made possible by the new competence that the EU 
gained on investment under the Lisbon Treaty.

CETA removes and alleviates barriers for investors to enter the Canadian market. 
Moreover, the agreement ensures that all European investors in Canada are treated 
equally and fairly. To improve the investment climate and offer more certainty to all 
investors, the EU and Canada have committed to key principles, such as non-
discrimination between domestic and foreign investors. Canada and EU also commit 
that they will not impose any new restrictions on foreign shareholding. 

Both the EU and Canada have strong legal systems and investors can, in effect, turn to 
the domestic judiciary with any concerns they may have. However, this may not always 
guarantee foreign investors will be adequately protected, for example, from 
discrimination. For example, a government could expropriate a foreign investor without 
proper compensation. An investor could also face restrictions to bring its case to the 
domestic court. Rules governing international arbitration that allow investors to raise 
such concerns have traditionally been covered by EU Member States in their bilateral 
investment treaties. CETA now builds upon EU Member States' practices and traditions. 
Most importantly, the EU has introduced strong additional guarantees to make sure that 
the investment protection provisions fully preserve the right of governments to regulate, 
implement public policy objectives and avoid any abuse of these rules. 

Ensuring good cooperation in the future

CETA creates a framework to resolve any future disagreements that may occur between 
EU and Canada about the interpretation and implementation of the Agreement. It 
applies to most areas of the agreement. The system is intended as a last resort should the 
parties fail to find a solution by other means. It proceeds along a fixed set of procedures 
and time-frames. Should parties fail to reach an agreement through formal 
consultations, they can request the establishment of a panel, made up of independent 
legal experts.

As an alternative to formal dispute settlement mechanism, the EU and Canada set also 
rules that will allow for mediation to tackle measures that adversely affect trade and 
investment between EU and Canada. This can be used on a voluntary basis.

Protecting democracy, consumers and environment
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The agreement contains all the necessary guarantees to make sure that economic gains 
do not come at expense of democracy, consumer health and safety, social and labour 
rights, or the environment. 

 CETA will ultimately replace the 8 existing bilateral investment agreements 
between individual EU Member States and Canada. In this respect, CETA has 
provided the EU with the opportunity to introduce further guarantees to prevent 
any abuse of the investment protection rules and investor-state dispute 
settlement systems. The Commission has taken public concerns expressed on 
investment very seriously. The improved investor-to-state arbitration system will 
be based on clearer rules. Those also include a code of conduct, government 
control over arbitrators and full transparency of proceedings. With CETA, 
investors will not be able to successfully challenge genuine state regulatory 
action. The right of governments to regulate in the public interest will not be 
affected.

 CETA will not affect food-related or environmental regulations in the EU. 
Canadian products can only be imported and sold in the EU if they fully respect 
the relevant European regulations - without any exemption. For example, CETA 
does not affect the EU restrictions on beef containing growth hormones or 
GMOs. Nor does CETA put specific restrictions on future rulemaking. Both the 
EU and Canada will keep the right to regulate freely in areas of public interest 
such as environment, health and safety.

 In CETA, the EU and Canada have also reaffirmed their strong commitment to 
the principles and objectives of sustainable development. The CETA Trade and 
Sustainable Development chapter sets up effective mechanisms for involving 
representatives of EU and Canadian civil society for implementing and 
monitoring of the agreement and include a dedicated arbitration mechanism, 
including government consultations and a panel of experts.

More information on CETA

 Consolidated CETA text
 Frequently asked questions
 CETA & investor-to-state dispute settlement (ISDS) factsheet
 Expected economic impact (Joint EU-Canada study)
 Sustainability Impact Assessment
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