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“All human beings are born free and equal in dignity and rights”
(Article 1 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights)

@ Dear Members and Participants,

{ i

On 10 December, 1948, at 3 a.m., the United Nations General Assembly, meeting
in Paris at the Palais de Chaillot, adopted the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights (UDHR), which stands to this day as the most widely recognised statement
of the rights to which all peoples and all nations on our planet are entitled. The
Universal Declaration was not a binding treaty, but a “standard of achievement”.
Over the past decades, this commitment has been translated into treaties,
customary international law, regional agreements and domestic law, through
which political and civil rights, as well as economic, social and cultural rights

are guaranteed without discrimination of any kind. Today, the promotion and protection of human rights is at the
heart of multilateralism, a central pillar of the UN system, and a core founding value of the EU.

The world today looks different from when it did in 1948. We face even more sophisticated means to deny

and violate rights and freedoms. The internet that proved to be a vehicle for freedom of expression and

opinion is being increasingly challenged, and turned into a tool of repression and censorship, including an
intrusion of privacy. Our world faces humanitarian crises, conflicts and climate disasters, which lead to large-
scale movement of population, human trafficking and exploitation of vulnerable people such as women and
children. Today, the ability to protect human rights and hold perpetrators accountable is under threat due to
growing pressure exerted by an increasing number of countries against the rule of law and international justice.
Although a few decades have passed since the adoption of the UDHR, we continue striving to protect and
promote the universality of human rights.

During this week, we will be bringing together human rights related stakeholders and partners from all over the
world, including international and regional organisations, civil society organisations, human rights defenders
and artists, as well as Members of the European Parliament and Members of the 28 EU National Parliaments so
as to celebrate how far we have come on human rights, and to assess how much further we need to go.

In close cooperation with the European Commission and the European External Action Service (EEAS), hundreds
of local civil society representatives and human rights defenders will actively participate in the Human Rights
Week, sharing field experiences and best practises, and enriching the discussions in our committees and
delegation meetings. Throughout the week, there will be multiple opportunities and venues for all participants
to meet and engage with each other, through re-discovering the 30 Articles of the UDHR brought to life by Elyx,
meeting with exhibitors, taking part in the concert and debate on culture, all as a vehicle for the promotion of
human rights.

Celebrating this anniversary will also be a great source of inspiration to us all, contributing to strengthening
our common resolve to advance human rights and to renew our commitment and attachment to rights and
freedoms for all.

| encourage each one of you here today, whether you are a Member of Parliament, a human rights defender
or a representative of international or regional organisations, to build on the wisdom of the UDHR drafting
committee and to join forces in favour of a better, more just, fair, and safe world, it is up to us to continue to
fight to live up to the Declaration.

And now please enjoy the programme!

At eio | afecs

Antonio Tajani
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SOCIAL MEDIA GUIDELINES

Public Transport TO/FROM CONFERENCE Umanrights

From the Brussels National Airport:

Take the ‘Airport Express’ bus (line 12) and get off at ‘Luxembourg’. Alternatively,
take the train to Brussels and get off at ‘Luxembourg’

By Metro: Metro Line 1 or 5 and get off at ‘Arts Loi’ station.
By Local Bus: 12, 21, 27, 34, 38, 64, 80, 95. (Calculate your itinerary at stib.be)

By Regional Train: Stop at “Luxembourg” station.

This is part of our continued effort to print less for a more sustainable Europe.
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