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20" Navember, 2023

Dear Vice President for Research
Professor Danie| Jaffe,

Fof more than 16 years the colleboration between FCT and the UTA Hay promagted the scientific and
tectinplogical develepment encouraging researchers, students, and industty professionals fram various
disciplines fo wark together.

The UTA Portugal Program has been a faciliator in the exchange of knowledge, ideas and perspéctives, and
this interdisciplinary approach has led to breakthiough innovations and solutiens that have had a profound
impact on a wide range of fields, from Digital Mad_ia and Mathematics, back in 2007, to Medical Physics,
-Na’notecﬁno%ogies‘ Spbace-Earth Interactions and Advance Gomputing, in recént vears, Also, it is waorth
mentioning the impact of UTEN {Technology Innovaticn and Entrepreneurship Networky ont Porluguese
Transfer Technologies Offices.

By leveraging the strengths of both UTA's and Portugal's academic and Endus_tr'iat acosystems, the program
had a transformative effect on the nalional educational landscape and has served gs a catalyst for interhational
cooperation and cuitural exchange. We value the relationships and achigvements. that have been supported
through our collaboratfon, and the opportubitles it has provided for asademic growth and cross-culiurad
ynderstanding:

FCT is currently conducting a careful and desp assessment of its ¢ollaborations with several international
partners considering the natural svolution of the néeds, the priotities and the capacily of Portuglese research
and innovation ecosystem Through this inclusive exercise, FCT will reflect and make sustainable decisions to

reinforce and reshape FCT's iniernational cooperation worldwide.

Congidering the above and taking into account point 2 of Amendmient N° 5 to'the Research and Edusation
Collaboration Agreement amended the Segtion 1.1, of the aforementioned Agresment dated 279 March 2007,
FCT notifies Your Excellendy of its intention to terminate the contfact in its current form with effect from
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December 31, 2023, without prejudice o the continuity of the activities provided in the Technical Annex of

the afsramentionsd Amendment Technical Annex

We would fike 10 explore with UTA the possibility of reshaping our long-term cooperation by establishing s new

conirast that shoeuid consider ine following guidance principies.

1) Astrong sommitment to advanced training activities, by introducing a Bual Degree scheme, offering
the possipility for Doctoral students to conduct their studies both in Portugal and in the United States,
co-advised by faculty from UTA and from the Portuguese partner higher education institution. thus
allowing PhD sttidents to obtain a degres conferred both by UTA and by the affilisted Porfugusse.
University.

2}y The si‘reﬁgthening.of a dedicated maobility program to be jointly built tetween FCT and UTA. The
program would involve two sub-programs: one for staff and another for Ph{D students. PhD students’
mobility for-a minimum duration of one academic year would be a pre-requisite for 2 Dual Doctorate-
degree. These mobility schemes would result in greater promotion of international cooperation
between the academie and rasearch communitias of the two countries,

3y The taupching of regular bilaferal calis for joint research and innovation projects, funded by FCT
{Portuguese teams) and UTA {U'n'ited.'Stat_e's Teams), o promote collaborative research between UTA
and Pdrtu‘guese- universities, research institutes, iaboratories and companies, fostering innovative.
high-impact ideas and research prejects with thé potential to addreéss complex challenges of global
and societal impact.

4} The launchirg of a training program on marketing and internationalization of RTD-based products.
from the Porluguese infrastructores that tinks academia and the busiriess secior, such as the
Collaborative Laboratories (Col ABs) and the Technology and Innovation Centers (CTis). Support to
the creation and development of Deeptech start-ups, ideally with founders and funding entities from
Portugal and the LUSA, Would further extend the scope of the training program.

5) Establishmant of a set of flture scientific areas of focus of common interestto both countries,

These are prefiminary proposals that should be further explored and detdlled, with the hope that they wil
contribute to the continuation of aur joint venture through a reciprocal obligation mindset, thereby tonsolidating
our historical couperation,

Portugal and UTA possess valuable expertise and resources that can be utilized in various ways to achieve
mutually beneficial outcomes, preserving international cooperation beyond the termination of this specific
agreement. We balieva that by establishing a new agreement basad on revised ferms, we can create a more
targeted and impactful collaboration thiat benefifs both institutions, nevertheless and taking into account the
current political situation in Portugal makes it impossitie for the current government to take on any kind of
responsibility, in particular the assumption of multi-annual responsibi!ities.. |
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Thank you. for your understanding and coaperation in this matter. Once again, we express our desp interast in
continuing to cooperate with you and our wilingness to-engage in further discussions.

Yours singergly.

Madalena Alves

President of the Board of Directors

Cc:

The University of Texas at Austin, Office of Sponsored Projects, 3825 West Braker Lane, Building 158,
‘Stiite 3.340, Austin, TX 78759-5316

Principai Investigator at UT Austin, Professor John G. Ekerdt, The University of Texas at Austin,
McKetta Departm.ent of Chemieal Engifieering, 200 E. Dean Keeton St. Stop C0400, CPE Building 1.450,
Austin, Texas 787121589

Annexes:
= Eduealion Collaboration Agreement dated 2nd March 2007, firther extended on June 20, 2011
~  Amendment No. 1 dated July 27, 2012,
- Amendment No. 2 dated November 5, 2012
- AmendmsntNo -3 dated Apddl 2023
-~ Amendment No, 4.dated December 18, 2014
- Teehnical Annex of Amendment N° 5
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