


The Annual Conference is the Parllamentary Network(s flagship evert, bringing together over 200 network members,
leaders from ciil society and partner organizations, and top officials from International Financial Institutions including
the World Bank and the IME The Annual Conference is both an annual generd meeting for members to idertify the
Networks policy foci for the upcoming year, as well as a conference on development and macroeconomic priorities.
The agenda - which runs over two to Hyee days - is packed with stimulating and informative sessions as well as many
opportunities for discussion. Past attendees include the presidents of Brazil, Indonesia and Senegal Prevous participants
attending the Annual Conference engaged with the President of the World Bank the Managing Director of the IME
Nobel Economics Laureates, high-level national officials CSOs, academia, and private sector representatives The Par
lamentary Network annual conferences are hosted by the Parliament and Government of countries where the event
takes place.

Tre global financial crisis and subseguent Great Recession have had a significant impact on the world economy
and on people’s lives. The global economy is now moving at different speeds Some countries, particularly emerging
market and developing economies, are doing well. Others are on the mend, for example the US But other sconomies
including the euro area and Japan - still have some distance to travel The challenge for today's policy makers - including
parliamentarians - is 1o help turn this three-speed global economy into a full speed economy which delivers equitable
growth and rmuch needed employment, in particular for the world's youth. The eight Millennium Developrment Goals
(MDGs) - which range from halving extreme poverty to halting the spread of HIV/AIDS and providing universal
primary education - have helped gabvanize development efforts and guide global and national development priorities
for the last decade. While three of the eight goals have been achieved ahead of 2015, progress across countries is
uneven. A strong global partnership for development is needed to accelerate progress and reach the goals by 2015,
and parliamentarians have 1o be active partners in this effort With the international community starting to look beyond
2015, the focus must also turn to what sustainable development and economic growth should ook like after 2015
Principles such as sustainability equality, accountability transparent governance and policy formulation will be important

Parliarmertarians have a particdlar role in helping craft polices that support growth and in shaping new frameworks for
development. In this, they face difficult choices and policy trade-offs, for example when designing policies to support
inclusive growth and job creation while dealing with constrained budgets at the same time. They are also both the in-
stigators of legislation that could lead to better growth and development results as well as the scrutinisers of national
polices and budgets affecting growth and development outcomes. It is vital that parfiamentarians lead a well-informed
and knowledge-based growth and development process. A coherent systemn for growth and development also must
take into account global resource constraints, and should aim at a more equitable distribution of resources. The focus
should be on those groups that benefit the least from progress and which require assistance in order to profit from
general improvements in economic, social and political sectors To ensure the functioning of such a system, national
governments and international institutions have to remain accountable and guarantee the transparency and inclusivity
of their work to citizens, parliamentarians, civil society and other stakeholders,

Azerbaijan weathered the recent global economic crisis much better than many other countries, with 2 solid rise in
income and reduction in poverty The country has a unique opportunity to enter the ranks of a sustainable higher
rmiddle income courtry, as is evidenced by the decline in poverty from 50 percent of the population in 2001 to 7.6
percent in 2011, Much of its rapid growth came from a jump in oil and gas revenues, and with a relatively short oil
production horizon, the government faces the challenge to accelerate efforts on several fronts to achieve its 2020 goal
of a highly competitive economy, with sustainable and broad-based growth led by the private sector, and further efforts
to strengthen its economic position, including by diversifying its economy. Azerbaijan's challenges and opportunities
1o a large degree mirror those of a number of other middle income and developing countries, and its successes could
serve as inspiration for other countries




This year's Parfiamentary Network Conference agenda focuses on how to secure sustained, sustainable and inclusive
growth in developed, emerging, developing and fragile countries alike, through social protection; mitigating and adapt-
ing to climate change; promoting openness in the extractive industries sector; facilitating private sector growth; and
strengthening parfiamentary oversight. With the conference, the Parliamentary Network aims to strengthen the role
d?' egjg,srf in g%‘;féi@gﬁ‘%!ﬁ?ﬁ ard policy f‘ﬁais\z*sg through: (i) increasing parliamentarians knowledge of the themes
undertining parfiamentarians’ roles in addressing identified issues in their respective countries; and (i)

s

aﬁ&}&?é how international financial institutions such as the World Bank and IMF can support them in this task.
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Providing all citizens with access to a minimum
package of basic social services and income
support to those unable to garn an income
{social protection floors} is a key social policy
priovity for mary national governmenis in
developing countries that enjoys the support
of international organizations, including the ILO
and IME What are the main lessons of past
experience for introducing and successiully
managing social protection floors! Once floors
are established and secured, what consider
ations should lie behind the transition to 2
more holistic, vt sustainable, approach to sodial
protection? How can governments manage
policy trade-offs in a way that supports social
protection!
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y April, the international community committed to end
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Some 1.5 hbillion people five in countries af-
facted by violent conflict. We need to transform
the way we all engage with fragle and conflict
affected states.That’s the message from our
own ressarch, and also from heeding the calis
for a "Mew Deal” from an innovative coalition
of fagils countries across Africa, Asiz and the
Pacific, known as the g7+ What does it take!
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The World Bank commissioned report Tuem
Down the Meat” warns that the world wil
heat up by 4 degress at the end of the century
if the global community faills to act on climate
change. Parfiamentarians play & potentially
transformational role in fundamentally changing
how countries use energy, value thelr natursl
environments, and combat climate changs.
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five years since the world was struck by a financidd crisis of unprecedented scale that
i-blown gobal recession with 2 significant human cost. Today, despite improved financial
t performance, giobal gf“é@% is éagg;s%g, with stark differences between regons How can

policymakers address these challenges in the context of a rapidly changing world? The iRevolution
has made the world hyperconnected and hyper-democratic, empowering citizens and changing
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Accepting that parliaments have a role in shap-
ing frameworks for deveiopment, this panel
contributas to an improved understanding of
how to achieve better development resulls by
engaging parfiarmnentarians This panel will take
into account the Busan partnership for effective
davelopment fs{;gera‘iém and discuss the role
of parliamentarians in ensuring transparent
aversight of donor-funded project alongside a
commitment to human rights, democracy and
g00d governance.
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development that facilitates inclusive growth,
and what are the experiences from the region!
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zzsg}gﬁ government policies through devel-
oping a regulatory environment that fosters
opportunities 50? entrepreneurshio and job
creation, Facilitating access to a broad rangs of
financial services; Mobilizing the private sector
o offer better services, si.f%x as housing finance
and insurance, 1o the poor as consumers and
Supporting developing countries build robust
financial systems that are resilient to shocks.
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