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Theme III

Europe: A European and a global Agenda.
The new choice facing Parliaments after the 

major enlargement 

Mr. President 

Dear Colleagues 

The European ideal, responsible for decades of stability and development in the old continent, has allowed the last generations of Europeans to live in peace as had never been possible before.
The European Union is presently a reference in terms of values, principles and models of social organisation, which contaminates and attracts us all. 

Just a few months ago, we witnessed the major enlargement in the History of this institution with hope and confidence. Ten new States joined the European Union, many of them only recently freed from the yoke of totalitarianism. 

As with Portugal, the achievement of democracy in the countries of Central and Eastern Europe had as an immediate consequence the aim of an early accession to the European space as a means to consolidate and deepen democracy.

New fronts are still being opened to extend the borders of the Union. Its power of attraction goes beyond the geographical borders of the European continent by now. 
In light of the foregoing, the Union should not be restricted to an exclusively European agenda.

The transatlantic relationship, crucial to the very success of the European ideal, as well as the relationship with distant countries, which is essential in terms of the Union’s cooperation and economic development, have been vital. 

But, more specifically, with regard to parliamentary matters, we have witnessed the development of interparliamentary relations in the European area over the last few years. 

The newly created Euro-Mediterranean Parliamentary Assembly and the proposals to create an analogous institution aimed at promoting the relationship with the countries of the Eastern border of the Union have increased the challenges facing our Parliaments. 

I believe that this global agenda, intrinsic to the very essence of the Union, should deserve special attention from National Parliaments in order not to disappoint the expectations of those who seek us and not to undermine the praiseworthy efforts undertaken by our Parliaments. 

Allow me to present for consideration by this Conference the possibility to create a single Parliamentary Assembly of the Union with the specific purpose of fostering the relationship with the States of the new European border, thus preventing the multiplication of efforts and the waste of resources. 

From the viewpoint of National Parliaments, the efficiency and objectivity of the parliamentary dynamics of the Union are absolutely essential in order to guarantee that National Parliaments can concentrate on something that is vital for the European ideal: an effective subsidiarity and the full commitment of National Parliaments to European matters. 

