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Address by the President of the Assembly of the Republic 
of Portugal at the Conference of Presidents of 
Parliaments of the European Union 

(The Hague, 3 July 2004) 

Theme II 

Developments in Cooperation between the EU Parliaments
Mr. President  

Dear Colleagues 


The recent and profound changes that the role of National Parliaments will face, as a result of the new Constitutional Treaty approved in Brussels, shall have important consequences in the political commitment of our fellow citizens to European matters. 


The transference of the European debate to the national political agendas, undertaken so far by the Parliaments of each Member State, is seriously compromised. Under the provisions of the new Treaty, an increased effort will be required from all parliamentary bodies in the areas which remain within our competence. 


For this reason, it is essential to find new and more accurate ways to ensure the fast and efficient commitment of our Parliaments.


The report submitted by the President of the Swedish Riksdagen offers us some relevant clues, which should be seriously discussed and supported in the present meeting.


One of the most important conclusions to be drawn from these days of work should be, in my opinion, the institutionalisation of the Conference of Presidents of Parliaments of the European Union and its articulation with COSAC. 


Only an institutionalised and duly organised cooperation, based on the principle of full autonomy of National Parliaments and of their sovereign decision as regards the form of cooperation to be adopted, can prevent parliamentary bodies from being marginalised in the European process.

The regular exchange of information, through the Interparliamentary EU Information Exchange (IPEX), and the promotion of the debate in areas falling within parliamentary competence, with a view to gradually strengthening the European public space, can only be successful if adequately articulated and institutionalised.


Moreover, it would be useful to coordinate the meetings of parliamentary committees and the conclusions thereof in order to make these meetings more effective.


All these actions should be undertaken within the framework of National Parliaments, in the exercise of their autonomy and capacity for initiative. 


The institutional dynamics would certainly represent a valid contribution to consolidate the European Union in democratic terms. 


Mr. President  


Dear Colleagues 


The new phase of the European integration process presents numerous challenges to National Parliaments. As I previously had the opportunity to express to you all, I believe that the role of National Parliaments should have been defined differently in the new Constitutional Treaty. 


In the interest of democratic participation of the citizens which we represent, it is essential to balance the solutions achieved and the tendencies that have inspired them while reinventing the forms of cooperation among National Parliaments in the context of the Union. 

