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Speech of the President of the Portuguese Parliament,
Dr. João Bosco Mota Amaral,
at the 4th Conference of the Presidents of the Parliaments of
the Euro-Mediterranean Countries

(La Valletta, Malta, 20th February 2004) 

Theme II: The Parliamentary Dialogue within the Euro-Mediterranean Area
Mister President

Dear Colleagues

Ladies and Gentlemen:


The deepest aspiration of our peoples is, undoubtedly, to live in peace — and consequently to have conditions of affirmation and development which will permit a sustainable improvement of the level and quality of life.


Nevertheless, around the Mediterranean Sea there have been lately several localised conflicts. The tensions that have followed the Yugoslavia’s division seem to be overcome; and the painful division of Cyprus seems to be almost solved, crowning the success of the diligences of the Secretary-General of the United Nations, Kofi Anan. This case emphasizes the unitive and peaceful strength that the aspiration of being part of the European Union spreads among ancient contenders. 


However, the Israeli Palestinian conflict still remains and in serious terms. This is a matter of concern for all the euro-Mediterranean countries.


Two years ago, during our meeting at Athens, we all have listened with enthusiasm, the proposals of dialogue of the former President of the Knesset, Mr. Abraham Burg. And most of us even prompted to participate at the initiative for peace suggested by him, travelling to Jerusalem and to Ramalah to make a stand near the parliamentarian representative bodies of the two peoples in confront.


The Israeli Government rejected the idea at once, invoking lack of security conditions… Those conditions are, after all, becoming worst everyday.


We urge to condemn, once again and in a determined way, the terrorism, specially the use of human beings as weapons of destruction. The fanaticism that inspires and promotes such proceedings defies the limits of rationality and becomes then repugnant.  Anyone who uses such means looses all the reason that may have! 

The behaviour of the actual government of Israel can not, also, pass without be censured. A democratic state can only utilize legal means to fight terrorism.  The permanent use of retaliation illegitimate the power and degrades the use of force at the level of simple repression. We have to appeal from here to an immediate end of hostilities and the re-establishment of the dialogue between the parts, without previous conditions, having in attention the guarantee of the state of Israel and the creation, in practical terms, the state of Palestine.
Ladies and Gentlemen:

Although occurring, far from the boarders of the Euro-Mediterranean space, the conflict in Iraq have evident reflections in all the Arabian countries e for that affects us also.

The end of the barbarian dictatorship of Saddam Hussein made the Iraqi people free from all the horrible suffering. But it would be convenient now to return them the power of organizing and governing freely themselves, assuring a reasonable transition, with the active involvement of the UN, in the name of the international community.
The intervention in Iraq is a chapter in the fight against global terrorism. This fight most go on, in the name of freedom and democracy, retaining all the lessons of what wrong occurred until now. Any country, for most powerful that might be, can wish — or may be left to that… — to face alone that menace.

The world will only be in security again when the dreadful terrorist net would dismantled and its leaders judged and condemned for the horrible crimes against humanity.
Ladies and Gentlemen:

The dialogue and cooperation in the Euro-Mediterranean space is of vital interest to our countries.
The initiatives at course, at the aim of the process of Barcelona, need to reveal more effectiveness.

I salute the recent decision of create the Euro-Mediterranean Parliamentary Assembly, composed by appointed member of the Parliaments of the countries involved and by the European Parliament.

I salute the President Pat Cox and the President Abdelwahed Radi for the success reached at the end of the efforts taken.
The Parliament of Portugal maintained always an attitude of active participant in the process of creation of this new Parliamentary Assembly.
We must put our best hopes in it. The democratic control that will be of its responsibility concerning the accomplishment of the concrete aims defined at Barcelona and in posteriors occasions it is probably the stimulus which lacks for the increasing of our euro-mediterraneous partnership , which the concrete realisation competes, naturally, to the governments of our countries and the executive departments of the European Union.

Together we may certainly promote the correction of the various levels of development verified in the two shores of the Mediterranean.
Together we may certainly fight effectively the illegal emigration which tragically destroys many lives.

Together we might contribute for an open atmosphere, which facilitates the dialogue and keeps away the confrontation between our civilizations.
To this respect I think we should, while presidents of our parliaments, to encourage the inter-parliamentary dialogue, the mutual visits, the constitution of friendship groups, at a bilateral level.

The involvement of the parliaments and its members in the international relationships it is a profit to the understanding and comprehension between the peoples.
During many centuries, the Mediterranean divided us and kept us apart. It is time to transform it in an encounter point and field of privileged cooperation.

