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Speech of the President of the Portuguese Parliament, Dr. João Bosco Mota Amaral,

at the 4th Conference of the Presidents of the Parliaments of the Euro-Mediterranean Area
(La Valletta, Malta, 20th February 2004) 

Theme I:
The Balance of the Euro-Mediterranean Ministerial Conferences of Valencia, Crete and Naples
Mister President

Ladies and Gentlemen:


I salute the President Anton Tabone for the opportune initiative of calling this Conference. I thank him and the Parliament of Malta, personally and on the behalf of the Portuguese Delegation, the outstanding hospitality provided to us in this historical capital.
Malta is in the midst of the Mediterranean Sea.  Throughout centuries, all the civilizational influences met in this island, arising from both boarders of the ancient Mare Nostrum. Several hegemonic attempts were also confronted here, succeeding themselves throughout the centuries.

The historical and the geo strategic framework is, for that reason, the most adequate for an urgent reflection of the problems of the geographic area in which the countries, whose parliaments we represent, are integrated.

Ladies and Gentlemen:


Within the spirit of the Barcelona Declaration for an Euro-Mediterranean partnership, our Governments have looked for the most appropriated relationships in order to transform the Mediterranean in an area of peace, stability and prosperity through the reinforcement of the political dialogue and the security, as well as the growing of the economical and financial cooperation, in hand with a deepest knowledge of social, cultural and human realities of both sides of the Sea which ties us together.

Our parliamentary institutions, in respect for the democratic principles and in defence of the human rights, have a crucial role in cooperating and supervising our executive powers, pursuing the enlargement of these goals.


In an area where the world has witnessed the arising of the most varied and regretful conflicts, the inter-parliamentary cooperation gains a double importance which can not be disregarded by our Governments.
Ladies and Gentlemen:


In the Euro-Mediterranean Ministerial Conferences of Valencia, Crete and Naples, our countries started a serious effort of relaunching the goals of the Barcelona Declaration which we all must acknowledge and encourage.


In the Valencia Action Plan, new channels of inter-ministerial communication were created about the policy to be followed in order to fight terrorism and to promote democracy and human rights, stimulating the acceptance of strategic language for matters of defence and security, as well as the establishment of mechanisms of preventive diplomacy; an appeal was made to increase the public and private investment in the Mediterranean area, aiming the promotion of the economical growing and employment in the area; the reaffirmation of the will of establishing a free trade area, to be initiated in 2010. At the same time, the conference rejoiced with the progressive economical integration of both southern and eastern frontiers of the Mediterranean; with the legislative harmonization in matters of commerce and investment; with the increase of cultural exchanges with the purpose of better knowing and understanding the bases of the civilization of the peoples of the Mediterranean; with the establishment of the Euro-Mediterranean Foundation; and, at last, with the strengthening of the inter-university relationship and the definition of the Euro-Mede Youth Programme.
As important as every area of the action plan adopted in Valencia was the acknowledgement of the need of endowing the Barcelona Process of a parliamentary dimension. The establishment of a Euro-Mediterranean Parliamentary Assembly started to gain shape then.


At the subsequent Conferences held in Crete and Naples, in 2003, several areas have known a significant evolution. By that time, the association agreements between the European Union and some States of the southern part of the Mediterranean have been already signed. The 1st of May 2004 was the date chosen for Europe’s enlargement to ten new States, when all the association agreements will be come into force. Under the Agadir Declaration, several Maghreb and Mashrek States implemented a free-trade area among them; several mechanisms were already settled within the scope of the preventive diplomacy and the terrorism combat; new ways of combating illegal immigration and promoting legal migration controlled according to the capacities of absorption by the host countries were settled; and, finally, the Euro-Med Foundation was already functioning for the promotion of the dialogue among cultures.

An appeal was made to the European Parliament and to the National Parliaments, in order that the Euro-Med Parliamentary Forum would be transformed, at short term, into a Parliamentary Assembly with consulting competences, granting further visibility and transparency to the Barcelona Process itself.

Presently, there is already a proposal of regulation of the functioning of this parliamentary instance. 
In short, the straightening and the operationalization of the Barcelona Process have shown the need for a bigger commitment of the Parliaments of each State in order to achieve its fulfilment.

The creation of an area of peace, security and prosperity in the Mediterranean Area, either by the economic integration or by the legislative harmonization and by the dialogue of cultures, imposes the involvement of the national citizens of each of our States. And the Parliaments being the legitimate representatives of the people are, as we all know, who could better guarantee this connection.

Being certain that this is the best way for the Barcelona Process accomplishment, the Portuguese Parliament supports without reserves the implementation of a Euro-Mediterranean Parliamentary Assembly.  

In a geographic area unfortunately used to be under conflict and destruction, the Parliaments have a the special responsibility of conciliating diverging positions, on the overcoming of the dividing barriers and in the search for solutions of peace and prosperity — the best wishes aspired by those we represent.

