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PRESS RELEASE 

MOTA AMARAL VISITS BULGARIA 

September 18th — 21st 2004 

The President of the Portuguese Parliament visits officially Bulgaria, from September 18th to 21st, in response to an invitation made by the President of the Bulgarian National Assembly. This is an initiative that intends to reinforce the dialogue and the relations with the responsible of Bulgaria. 

Mota Amaral, accompanied by a parliamentary delegation, including members of the Social Democratic, Socialist, Popular and Communist Parties, will meet the President of the Bulgarian National Assembly, as well as the President of the Republic, the Prime-Minister and the Minister of Foreign Affairs. There are also scheduled contacts with the Bulgaria/Portugal Parliamentary Friendship Group. 

This is the first visit of President Mota Amaral to Bulgaria and it has the aim of reinforcing the inter-parliamentary relations, by tightening the ties with one of the States that shall be part of the European Union, in the next enlargement, estimated for 2007. 
It may also be reminded that the President of the Bulgarian National Assembly has visited officially Portugal, in April of 2003, to take part in the Conference of the Presidents of the Parliaments of the Enlargement Countries. This event has approached the Portuguese Parliament to the Parliaments of the ten new State Members, and in which were included, as observers, the Parliaments of Romania and Bulgaria. 

The exchange of parliamentary experiences, the straightening of communication channels between different specialized committees, as well as the growing interest of these States for the European integration Portuguese experience are some of the purposes of this visit. 
For further information, please consult the Parliament’s Web Site www.parlamento.pt or contact the Press Office of the Parliament of the Portuguese Parliament. 
Sebastião Lobo 

Press Advisor to the President of the 

Portuguese Parliament 

Lisbon, September 16th 2004

Program 
Saturday, September 18th 

14:30
Departure of the parliamentary delegation from Portela Airport

22:30
Arrival of the parliamentary delegation to Sofia Airport

Sunday, September 19th 

11:00
Visit to Rila Monastery 

20:00
Dinner offered by the Portuguese Ambassador in Bulgaria 

Monday, September 20th 

10:00
Welcoming ceremony to the President of the Portuguese Parliament and to the parliamentary delegation 

10:05
Meeting with the President of the Bulgarian National Assembly, Ognian Gerdjikov 

Signature of the Book of Honour
10:50
Declarations to the Media 

Visit to the Plenary Hall 

11:10
Placement of a Flower Wreath in the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier 
11:30
Meeting with the President of the Republic of Bulgaria, Georgi Parvanov

12:15
Lunch offered by the President of the Bulgaria/Portugal Parliamentary Friendship Group, Tocho Peikov

16:10
Visit to Boyana Church 

17:30
Meeting with the Prime-Minister of the Republic of Bulgaria, Simeon Saxe-Coburg Gotha 

19:30
Dinner offered by the President of the Bulgarian National Assembly, Ognian Gerdjikov

Tuesday, September 21st 

10:00
Meeting with the Vice-Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Bulgaria, Nikolay Milkov 
11:00
Visit to Sofia 

12:30
Meeting, followed by lunch, with the President of the European Integration Committee of the Bulgaria National Assembly, Daniel Valtchev  

15:25
Departure of the parliamentary delegation to Lisbon 

21:30
Arrival of the parliamentary delegation in Lisbon 
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